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Within the Basin of Paris there are two cotton-manufacturing
districts. That of Normandy owes its origin to the fact that
woollen and linen goods had for long been made in the vicinity of
Rouen through which port raw cotton was first imported into
France, and, though it is handicapped by the absence of coal, the
momentum it acquired by its early start, the ease with which raw
material can still be imported, and the traditional skill of its work-
men, have all contributed to enable it to retain its position. It had,
in 1931, about 1,640,000 out of the 10,250,000 spindles in the country.
Rouen is the centre of this district, and among other towns belonging
to it areDarnetal, Maromme, Sotteville, and Oissel (all in the vicinity
of Rouen), Evreux and Gisors, Havre, and Yvetot. In proximity
to the coalfield of the north is situated the other cotton district of
this region; in it there are 3,000,000 spindles. Among the towns
engaged in the spinning industry are Lille, Roubaix, and Turcoing.
On the other hand, the region only contains 6,000 out of 200,000
looms as weaving is less important, much of the yarn being employed
in the manufacture of lace, embroidery, and mixed tissues. Farther
south, in St, Quentin and Amiens, various Mnds of cotton goods are
produced.              J
The woollen industry also finds its principal home near the coal-
field, where it has the further advantage of being able to import
raw wool from abroad through Dunkirk, and where the chief manu-
facturing towns are Roubaix, Tourcoing, and Fourmies. The
industry is also followed at Reims, where wool is obtained from the
sheep of Champagne, in the middle Loire at Orleans, and else-
where, and ia Normandy at Elbeut The manufacture of woollen
goods in France has been carried to a high state of perfection, and
the country is specially noted for its output of fine dress materials,
large quantities of which are exported.
Artificial silk is already made at several towns in this region,
one of the largest works being situated near Calais. Lace is manu-
factured at Caudry, not far from Cambrai, and in the neighbourhood
of Calais. The chemical industries are widely distributed, some of the
most important being in and around Paris while others are situated
in the coal-producing districts. There are glass-works at St. Gobain
and Chauny, south of St. Quentin. Another industry which may be
noted is the manufacture of sugar, carried on in the beet-growing
districts, where coal is easily obtainable.